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that the ground was rapidly  slipping  away  from  under  his
feet*
*s I regret," he said, " that Mr. Attlee, though in a guarded
ard qualified manner, has done rope-walking when he said,.
* On the other hand we cannot allow a minority to place a veto
on the advance of a majority.'    Yet he  has  fallen   into  the
trap of false propaganda that has been  carried on  for  some
time*    There is no question of veto or holding   up   the pro-
gress or advancement of a majoricy.   The issue  is,   to   give a
simile,    Says the spider ro the fly,  * Walk   into   my  parlour/
and if the fly refuses* it is said a veto is  being  exercised  and
the fly  is   intransigent.   However,   I   note   that   the   Prime
Minister in the same breath says :  * We are   mindful  of   the
rights of the minorities and the minorities should be   able  to
live free from fear.'    1 want to reiterate that   the  Muslims of
India are not a minority but a nation and  self-determination
is their birthright.
** If the Cabinet Mission comes with an open mind5 there
is hope of their realising the true situation. If the expression
that the Cabinet Mission is going * in a positive mood,7 means-
* we are resolved that a machinery shall be set up by way of a
single constitution-making body or a Constituent   Assembly/
then it is futile for him to say in the next breath, 4 We seek
the utmost co-operation of all Indian leaders to do so-'    Hav-
ing said that, he goes on   to   say :    * The   House   realises   the
difficulty of the task which members  of  the  Mission   have
undertaken in conjunction with  tfte   Viceroy   and no  one
will desire to say anything  that   will  make  their   task   more
difficult.'    He himself has  indulged   in   various   expressions-
which are contradictory and  are   calculated   to  creats   mis-
understanding.
" In one place he again says, * But in our fluid position
at the present time when we desire to get the utmost co-
operation and goodwill between all leaders of Indian opinion,
it would be unwise to try and tie down those who are going,
out too rigidly/ And I am glad he has realised it when he
says further, * ^ ou cannot make Indians responsible for
governing tnemselves and at the same time retain over here
(in England) the responsibility for treatment of minorities
and powers of intervention on their behalf.'
** It seems that he was speaking to a larger audience with.